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Dear Cedar Drive Families,

The Thanksgiving Season provides an opportunity to reflect on how fortunate we are to work in such a
caring and supportive community like Colts Neck. We appreciate your partnership and value the
connections between home and school which help create a special learning experience for all of our
students during their formative middle school years. We hope you enjoy time with family and friends and
have the chance to celebrate and give thanks together. From our family to yours, Happy Thanksgiving!

Please take a minute to review some highlights from the past few weeks and to review some reminders as
we head into the long weekend:

Veterans Day Celebration: The Cedar
Drive Community was honored to partner
with the Colts Neck Woman's Club and the
Colts Neck Recreation Department to host
the 2021 Veterans Day Ceremony. We
would like to extend a special thank you to
all of the service people who have, and
continue to demonstrate courage, a
commitment to serve our country, and for
leading by example. The program included
remarks and reflections from Cedar Drive
students and distinguished community
members as well as music from our
talented musicians and vocalists under the
direction of Mr. Jeff Brown and Mrs.
Krystyna Hubbard. Members of the
Woman’s Club organized a lunch for all in
attendance and decorated the campus of 73
Cedar Drive in a sea of red, white, and blue
to celebrate the Veterans and active service
people of Colts Neck!



Girls STEM Luncheon: We would like to thank Mr. Coe and the PTO for hosting a unique and special
event  for our Cedar Drive students to engage in meaningful conversations with female scientists who are
active contributors in their respective fields. We would like to thank and acknowledge the talented
professionals who donated their time and shared their expertise with our students:

● Laura Newmann (NYU pHd student) - molecular aging in monkeys
● Jessica Gunson (NYU pHd student)) - primate communication
● Julia Galway-Witham (NYU pHd student) - evolution of the human skull
● Christina Horbal - Chemist at Estee Lauder
● Elimar Pozzoban - Chemist at Estee Lauder
● Nikki Daskalakis - J&J vaccine developer
● Sophia Risin - Astronomer, specializing in double star systems



Picture Retake/Make-Up Day: On December 3, any student who
was not able to have their picture taken in October or who would
like to retake their pictures can do so at Cedar Drive. The link for
online ordering can be accessed HERE. The prepay code is:
5B6P2RT3 Please note, students taking retake pictures should
bring back their package that day and hand it to the photographer.

Marking Period 1 Grades This afternoon the Genesis Parent
Portal will be open for you to view your child’s grades for Marking
Period 1. If you experience any technical difficulties logging into
the Parent Portal, please contact Mr. Capasso.

Thanksgiving Food Drive: We would
like to thank Ms. DeWitt and the
Student Council for organizing and
facilitating the Thanksgiving Food
Drive. The Cedar Drive community
collected and donated close to 800
pounds of food which resulted in
approximately 650 meals for families
in need. Thank you to everyone for
participating and for partnering with
the Monmouth and Ocean County
Food Bank during this holiday season!

American Heart Challenge @ Cedar: We are excited to announce that we have kicked off our traditional
American Heart Challenge program which will take place the week of December 6th in PE classes.
Through this program, our students will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of games such as
4 Square, Tetherball, Bowling, Jump Rope, Cornhole, Spike Ball and a ½ court shooting contest as well as
learn about how to lead a heart-healthy lifestyle.  For those that wish to donate to the American Heart
Association, this is the perfect opportunity to participate in a service-learning project to raise awareness
and funds for things like congenital heart defects, nutrition security, CPR training, and health equity as we
work to end heart disease and stroke.

To register for our American Heart Challenge event, please go to www.heart.org/AHC or download the
American Heart Challenge Mobile App. Search our school name, register, take the health challenge and

https://order.bnlschoolpictures.com/login
http://capasso@coltsneckschools.org.
http://www.heart.org/AHC


reach out to friends and family to spread the word.  You can also use the envelope which was sent home
this week.

To add to the fun, we have come up with some fun incentives:

● If we reach our first school goal of raising $2,500 for the AHA, students raising $75 or more
will get to tape Mr. Ricci to the wall!  If we reach $3,000, Mr. Rigby will also be taped to the
wall!

● The PE Class with the highest % of students donating to the AHA will be treated to a healthy
breakfast.

● Students that raise $5 or more will be eligible for a Bluetooth speaker & other fun prizes!

We understand that every family may not be able to donate, but all students will enjoy and learn from the
program and have the opportunity to share information about heart disease with family, friends,  and
community members. We hope your students have fun with this year’s American Heart Challenge.

We continue to be thankful for the collective contributions of so many people that make Cedar Drive such
a special place to learn.

From our family to yours, Happy Thanksgiving!

Colin Rigby and Marla Beil, Ed.D.


